10 720 "a 
1 4-4 2 


cCoPY 


A 


15 
5 --, 02 | 
/ 8 . 
F Ws 6 
i 1 | ; 
T \8* 
j . » |/ . FE 
ks * ; 
| ; \ : 
f 7] | , 


Sent by 


Mr. Luke Ryley, eggs 
Soon after His Condemnation, 
* 10 THE 


Cu re- 


j Arch P-Ær of Great Bu. 


TOGETHER 5 
* With That in which it was incloſed ad 2 


—— — — 
— — 


ee « FRIEND, | 


d IR. 
„ $68 3 | — — — — 
KK . . — — * _ — a ML. — —— 
— Its — 
8 
— 2 


LON DO N: 
Printed for : Mebb, near 85 Paul's, | 
= *M,DCC,XIIV, © 3 
f Price Six-Pence. 1 


ar 


Need not trouble you with 
« "F- 1 2 the Accident which put the 
ee following Letters Into 
— y Poſſeſſion, as it ir nd 
2 ay entertaining ; is ſufficient” 70 Mere | 
you that T have printed them without any 
| Alteration. When T had myſelf read ew 
| they gave me the Curiofity to enquire 
into the Life and Character of the 
| N Writer, as I thought, by his Style, be 
mt have been well educated, and poſe 
ly, as be himſelf ſays, born ' a Gentle- 
man; however, to me, it was evident that 
he could not be, as moſt Street-robbers. 
are, of the very Dregs of the People. 
Wa UPON 


[#1 
UPON Enquiry I had the following 
Account given me, viz. That be was the 
Son of a Gentleman of Character and | 
Fortune; that he had three Uncles who 
appeared in great Credit and Aﬀeuence, 3 
end had confiderable Intereſt in the re- 
ſpefive Countries in which they lived; 
that Mr. Luke Ryley himſelf had mar- 
ried the beſt Fortune in Drogheda ; was 
ſettled in à confiderable Farm; was eaſy, 
nay, bappy in his Circumflances, -and had 
0 Blemiſh. in his Character, and fo might _ _ 
beve continued, had he nat been feized © \ © 
with a Pit of groutialeſs Feabuſy, -mhbich | 
bad ſuch an Effect upon him, | that, he 
reſolved to abandon. bis M, ife, and accord. 
ingly drove off, fold tis. Stock, and with 
Eight. Hundred Pounds in his Pocket, 
came to London. Here he bad the Mis- 
fortune to fall. into Play, by which be 15 * 
was ſoon ' firipp'd of all his Maney and | 
reduced to the greateſt Diſtreſs, not hau. 
Ing. ſaved one Penny to. purchaſe. Rread 
for his Servant, or even for hirefelf, in 
4 Country Where he was an intire 
8 Stranger, 


Re eee rr — 
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Stranger, and conſequently could hope no 
| Credit. . How be came to engage in ſo low 
4 Villainy, I could not di ſcover,, and al 
that I know farther than the above (which 
3 is a genuine) Account, is from the Infor- 
mation given the Public by the Ordinary 
F Newgate ; except this one Circumſtance, | 
which a Perſon of Veracity aſſured me 
ſhe had from the Roman Catholick Prieſt, 4 
who aſſiſted him to prepare for Death, viz 
That he was extremely penitent, and very | 
© .. compoſed, from the T zme be received Sen- | 
tence to that in which it was executed. | 
He ſaid nothing at the Time of his Death, 
' neither did the ſaid Prieſt know of any 
Paper he left behind him, and if he had 
left any, tis very probable he would have 
put it into his Hands, or have acqainted 
that reverend Gentleman, who is Chaplain 
\ to 4 foreign Miniſter, with it. 
| ' FROM the above Acconnt, which 7 
received from Gentlemen and People of 
Prabity and Character, and from the fol- 
lowing Letters, we may reaſonably con- 
clade that the Reverend Ordinary of New- 
gate 


143 


gate' was impoſed upon in the Copy of 4 
Leiter which be bas publiſhed at the End 


of the Acconat of the Behaviour, Con- 


ſeſſion, and Dying Words of the Male-- 


factors, &c. For we cannot ſuppoſe that 


a Gentleman. of bis Diſtinctiun would: 
publiſh a Fictiom, if he himſelf thought it 


fo; and as I don't find, be had any Op- 


portunity to diſcover, by his . converſation, 


the Genius or Capacity of Mr. Ryley, it 
Was more eaſy to palm that Letter upon 


bis Reverence ; eſpecially, if we confider. © 


how nearly both the Dictian and Ortho= 
graphy ' reſemble the Letters.of | ſuch. low 


Miſcreats, at guilty of tbe ſame Crimes, 


had, before him, ſuffered, from the juſt 
Sentence of 'the. Law, the fame Puniſh« 
ment. But what is to me a. Demonſtrus 


tion, of bis Reverence the Ordinary hav= 


ing been impoſed on, by that -1nvidious For« 
gery, is the Character of that reverend 
Gentleman's Chriftian Charity and Juſtice: 
The Letter, (which no. doubt, he had. uot 


Time maturely:to confider ) is evidently. tha 


Production of ſome Enemy to the unhappy 


Man's 


— 


3 


11 


Man's Family, and caledlated to repre-- 
ſent him a poor illiterate Wretch, as DD 
in Birth and Education, . be ſbewel | 
himſelf in his Villainy: "And" this clas 
be with no other view than to caff'a Sher 
upon bis Relations, for the Dead is be- 
yond the Reach of Malice. How churi- 
table or juſt this is, to endeavour to for a 
Stain on the Hmocent; and bm unlikely. 


that a Clergyman of the reverend the Or- 


g's ener IO. enilty LEE 
I need not ſx. 
THE unfortwriate Man has," as ts His 


World, made Attonement for bis Crimes 


may the Memory of -them die "with him, 
and let us who ftand not be ſevere in 75 


Ke flectiont on them who have fallen. 


condemn and puniſh ir the Province ke 
Law; to pity and bewatrt the Mi, guided 1 
the C baructer of the humane” Chriſtian,” | 

Let none depend tho much on bis own Vir. 
tue and Fortitude, ſince we have Exam- 


ples of Men of. Diſtindion, who, by play, 
have heen driven to Aar aud forgett- 


ing 


Fo] 
ing what their Birth exacted of them have 
Suffered the ſame ignominious Death as the 
unbappy Luke Ryley experienced. A 
Man, whom few Months * finte could not 


have been thought capable of perpetrating 


the Crimes which brought in on hit fad 95. 
taftrophe. IR 

AS to the following Letters, I "MD on- 
ly this to ſay; that notwithſtanding the Re- 
queſt, that his L--=-p's contains, tis very 
plain he could not (and be as good as ſays 
fo) hope it would procure his Intereſt to 
fave him; conſequently, it was written, as 
be informs bis Friend, to divert a melan- 


cholp Hour, and was intended as a Satyr 


not only on wicked M---rs, but on à fookſh 
People, who groaning under, ſuffer them 
to perpetrate, their Crimes, without tak- 


ing any legal Method to put an End to the 


Oppreſſion which is the Subject of their 
daily Complaints, Adieu. 


Vour humble Servant, 


The Editor. 


{ | 
A 
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. Mr. T. B. 
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2 2 — Was” wig : WE”, 
BJ An ſatisfied, fromthe Br. 


KH 8 Werth, you Will fat kr 
| 1 765 from deſgrting me, mH 
inks py" Circumſtanoes, * do, Whatever 
Ales in your Power to deliver — 
. this Nabe of Horror; more terrible Han 
4 even” the Stroak'gEPLeams,; uur tap 
5 Pfehene all . __ that Nn 
—_—” W138 | 
. i in the 2 
b „I ſend tha cnalſed; 
B which, 


ey 
which, I defire, you will ſeal and deliver | 
as directed. It is poſſible, that Reflection (I 
may have the ſame Effect on him, it had x 
on the good-natured Dido,and the being i 
; himſelf been in, pretty near, the ſame 1. 


Situation, prevail on him to fes 
Others. 


Me * per multos, fimilis Fortuna 


r e go fave Geom dia bre ss d, 
Tactaldm, bac "demum mg confers 
. this Peas of Bah, | \ 


Non Ignaru mali, miſeris fuc 
Nie 92 o „e Un . lemel 


K r Fo Fes Jo Lida. | 1 
-Ipt Toh fat him averſe Fon? being 


this Humanity, give yourſelf no Trou- 

ble in Solicitation, As to Life itfelf, I 

am not over anxious, my great Concera 
that of my Family, which juſtly fears, 
from the as gef the Pablick, bt 


the Ignominy of my Death WI Ih FA 


Stain upon them: Though, if we right- 


ly conſider, tis not the Puniſhment, but 
dhe Crime r Blemiſh; and 


10. 


cutions for Defamation, or poſſibly Scan, 


[7] 
as that is not be remedied, they ought. 
to make themſelves ealy ; for, ſhopid 1 
obtain a Pardon, it would not efface the 
Stain, which will be for ever indelible, 
and make my future Life a Hell upon 
Earth ; or, poſſibly, impatient of Reflec- 
tion and Inſults, bring me, at length, 
with the additional Weight of Blood 
upon my Head, to the ſbameffil End, 
to which I am now doom'd ; or to be 
my own Executioner, - To ſpeak. out, on 
ſecond Thoughts, it is better to quit the 
World than live in it with * 92 


* Affluence. 


REPROAcH is the Lot of the poor vil 
lain. The rich one, by his Power, Figure, 
and the Terror of the Laws, which pur 


niſh Detractors, ſtaps the Mouth of (What 
would be termed) Calumny; and the 


very Perſons whom his Crimes have beg- 


gared, will not dare to reflect upon his 


Character ; though, worſe than that of 


the meaneſt Pickpocket : fearing Proſe- 


Mag. Hiſtory ws us, That Men 
B 2 have 


n 
have been raiſed to Titles, by practiſ. 
ing Vicks directly the Reverſe of the 


Virtues mentioned in the Predmble of 
their Parents, . this is ng 


You will ſee that in the ineloſed the 
Arguments I have employed are very 


unlikely to gain mie the Favour and Pro- 


tection of che Perfon to whom I write; 
however, they diverted a melancholy 


Hour, eaſed my Spleen, and may cans 
vince you that I have: à thoreugh v. 


| tempt of Death. Te wiſh I ad died 
without Infamy, i to no Putpoſe j Fate 


denied me that Happinefs, and 1 ſubmit is” 


to the Manner in which, that directs me 


to pay the Debt of Nature, which we all 


owe, ns muſt as OP: ee 


1 * HAVE ſaid my Arguments are but . 


Tkely to move Compaſſion, - dat I ſhould 


a > 


have excepted the one 1 mentioned a- 


bove, his own narrow) Eſcape. "This, 


pars Aftions "havitig erer been ſuch 
4 £4 . %Y\ as 


. — 
* — t 

* „ 4 > * ' 

- > * a> 


* 


leaving, but in which you may poffibiy 


b 97 

. none pould account for (kt aſide his 
particular | Intereſt) made. me imagine, 
the May might, to act up to- his Cha-, 
racter, appear in my Behalf. 1 may far 
ther add, I had ſome Dependence (tho 
very. little) 0h his Good Nature. This, 
Virtue his Enemies allow him ; . Ys 
they, who condemn him as a 1 
extol him in his private. Capacity. 

have heard Men laviſn in bis Praiſe, as 
private Gentleman, who voured to 


03-158: 
PR Rey ack, 1 


! ma Friend, tet us lavgh 
Soy 12 a World; dich, I am 


be doomed to, toil and ſcamble ſome, or 


many, Years longer. IA foramble, tor 


What is it leſs. The Poor ſcramble for 
Bread, . and the Great for Tities, Auui- 
ration, Neſpect, Applauſe, &c. Kc. £ 
in which, .purſait they are more, muck 
more, fooliſh than they who ſcramble 
6＋— theſe.afford- 


* & 
\ ang 


| | 
+ „ 
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v 
| + 
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[ 16 ] | 


ing Comfort, thoſe only the Food of 


Vanity. The Latter eſſential to our 
Support, the former only the vain Breath: 
of depending Sycophants, who, Friends 
in Proſperity, would prove the firſt to 


deſert and condemn their rag 


verſity. 


| InvezD; - my 1 Friend, Mon; 
Beaſts, Fiſh and Birds, differ only in 
Form and Diſguiſe: Cunning is given 
us, Teeth and Claws to them; we have 
the Art to appear what we are not, and 
by that Means make our Prey of the leſs 
Subtle, as they by their Strength, on the 
Weaker of their reſpective Elements. There 
are, by the wiſe Decrees of Providence, 
fome Species deſtined for the Support of 
others of the ſame Nature, whether Fiſh 


or Fowl; &c..as we may ſuppoſe by their 


being defenceleſs. Thus to guard the 


Great there are Laws (among Men). to 


ſubject the Poor, who are: defenceleſs, to 
ſupport them in their „„ 
Cd by 


: | 


: | 


C xx } 


dy making che Latter Slaves to their Pa- 


fions. This. is not the immediate Decree 
of all- wiſe Providence, but the Conſe- 
quence of "Cunning, and the Abuſe of 
Free. WI. 243-29 985 C A 


WI may, like Fools ab the Words 
of the Great, and boaſt the Impaitiality 
of the Law, but let any one ſhowime 
that they ever could make Head agyinſt 
the Powerful. Nay, they have appland- 
ed and protected Men, whom they would 
havehanged, had thoſe very Men been un- 
ſucceſsful. Lok into the Hiſtory of Henry 
the VIth and of Edward the IVth ; ſer 


go they veered; as the one or other was 


victorious or unfortunate, ſo did they da- 
clare both lawful. Kings: and traytdrgas 


"Ufurpers,”'th their Turns F allow:ithic 
Las are founded on Wiſdem; but they 


are under the Influence of Pewer, and 
che wiſeſt Monarch may, by: being de- 


; vived; make choice-of Judges, who nuay 


* cru 7 
An. their 


[ x4 } 


their own Intereſt, by gratifying the Paſ- 
fion of a P. me M -t and Favourite, 
in either condemning the Innocent or 
acquitting the Guilty. I ſpeak not with 
regard to myſelf; though let me aſk. if 
I had been as powerful as the Man to 
hom I have diredted the encloſed, who 
would have dared to have attacked me: 
Who of the *, have granted a Wars 
rant to take me though impeach'd, not 
of robbing a few — bur thentol 
. 32 


Rxevin ms, 3 1. 
Sort of converling, this writing to our 1 
Intimates, and while I am thus emploicd, 
my Eyes are diverted from the Horrors 

ct the Cell to which I am confined: | 
But not to purchaſe my own Eaſe by 


your Pain, -I will conclude with aſſuring „ 


you I am extremely indifferent as to Life 
or Death, but while I live, 


\Fromm y Call in Newgare, © bauer 7 as, 
* Tueſday 12 2 a 


Luke Ryley. 


75 the au- l.. 1 GreaB-enn, . 
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] * encouraged to ks this is Addreſs 
to Your I.. p, from the, near 


Affinity. of many, Circumſtances in gur 


reſpectivye Lives; which, I hope, Vill 


evi. 


not OP lead. my Excuſe, but engage 


Iam aware that your 1p, ater 1 


have enumerated theſe reſembling Inci- 
dents, and Actions, will retort NN mo 
the trite Maxim, that | 


The little Villain nuff ſubmit to „Nas, | 
That Great Ones wy. enjoy e in 
| State. 3 INE RT 


but, my L-, if the Na R 
tention, may be allowed, I. may, with 
great Juſtice ſay, in my ov Bom, 
that had my Power been equal to 5 
Inclinations, I would. have done ws 
c Country 


. 


Country as much Damage as it received 
from Your L-----—p's ever-memorable 
Aren; that is, I ſhould have 
been as conſummate a. #***## as Your 
L——> Your P rs or even Your 
Ss have, by the Advantage of 
Opportunity, proved themſelves: Con- 
ſequently, according to the above Doc- 
trine, have better deſerved a Tale and 
Pn then merited a Halter; to which 
I am now doom'd, and from which I 
hope Your 1 . s. Intereſt will reſcue 
me ; as T have ſhewn that I am not in- 
cluded in the above Maxim, by my be- 
ing, intentionally, as wicked as the great- 
eſt, and that the Fault of my not being 
actually ſo, is rather to be aſcribed to 
my unlucky Stars in denying me thoſe 
Mcags, of being conſpicuous, which For- 
tune has often laviſh'd on others, leis 


worthy * -of her Favours, by not makin g 


right uſe of them, than to my want of 


Inclination. I hope Your Ip will 
not take what I Hay c faid as a Reflection 
52 = 


l 
z 
c 
: 


: 
£ 
} = 
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f . 
* 
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on Your A n,. by the Public Voice 
allowing that Your-Suc----r has ecli ſed 
You in the great Miſchiefs he has done 
his Country, in the, as yet, infant State 
of his Power. No, my L--d, we know. 
he could not have made the Havock he 
has done, had not Your Lp and Your 
worthy P rs paved the Way; 5 7; bod 
You not given him Courage to purſue the, 
Schemes Your L------p had hid, by ty- 
ing up the Hands of the People with 


penal Laws, and ſtopping their Mouths, 
by Your. Proſecutions, or making their, 
Complaints uſeleſs, by barring a all Acceſs 


to the Th---ne, in which latter every 


one muſt, and does acknowledge, he 
only copy's Your L-—--p s Policy. . It is 
therefore to Your L-----p and to Your 
— that he owes the certain De- 
prolines upon Impunity, whick ani- 

mates him to purſue, your L---p's Views 


of yniverſal R---n to his Country; tho, 


to throw Duſt in our Eyes, that we may 


not perceive he builds upon Vour L-p's 8 
C 2 Plan 


, 
* 
8 ——„—- 
—— A. 


: 
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Plan, he has choſen to attain to the ſame 
End, by a different Method. This, my 
L--d, may be deemed ungrateful ; but 
is viſibly the Effect of Vanity. Your 
L------p already enjoys a prodigious 
Fund of Fame, and his owning Your 
L------'s Policy the Bafis on which he 
built, could add little to your exalted 
Character; though, the Concealment of 
it would contribute greatly to his own, 


Hence, my Ld, tis viſible, I 
meant no Reflection on Your Ip 
from the general Opinion the World 
has of Your Suc---r, I had my Eye 
upon the Earls of Pembroke, Godolphen, 
and Oxford, who, with Power in their 
Hands to plunder the N----n, wanted 
the Capacity Your L-----p has ſhewn, 
and died poor. The Laſt, after the 
Helm was taken out of his Hand, was 
glad to accept a Penſion from, and thus 
live upon the City of, his FOE 
in-law, 


50 
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So dangerous an Example juſtly irri- 
tated the ſucceeding M----y and Your 
L------p, and they rightly judged he 
ought, under the Character of a wick- 
ed M-----r, to be proſecuted for his 
Folly. I remember Your L--—-p, then | 
a Commoner, was very active and zea- 
lous in this Proſecution, and diſcovered 
as much Art as Warmth, when you ar- 
gued againſt the Impunity of evil Coun- 
ſellors. It is with Pleaſure that I re- 
flect on Your L-—--p's Speech, when a 
Debate aroſe in the Houſe upon that 
noble Earl's Anſwer to the Artieles of 
his Impeachment, Vour . —gp ſaid 
that You hoped the Earls endeavour. 
« ing to ſkreen himſelf behind the 
« Queen's Name, would avail him no- 
« thing; that, indeed, tis a fundament- 
« al Maxim of our Conſtitution, that 
Kings can do no Wrong: But that; 
eat the ſame time, tis no leſs certain 
te that Miniſters of State are accaunta- 

« ble 


ARS: 


= cart 


8h 


te ble for their Actions; otherwiſe a 
Ft wauld be but, an empty 


_ < Name; the Commons would have 
« no Buſineſs, in that Place, and. the 
ec ni youll be abſalute. and. 


+ + 4\ 


blind the 3 _ the oak Motives 


of the E- 's Proſecution ; and Your 


Proceedings ſufficient to deter, ſuch, as 
could penetrate them, from. following 


the deſtructive Example of his Con- 
duct, if ever they were inveſted with 
his Power: But my Ld, your Poli- 
cy went much farther, and was. imper- 

ceptible to many of, even, keen Sight. 
Your _L----p had then an Eye on that 
Power, to which You afterwards attain- 
ed, and of which You deſigned to 
make, as the Prudence of your Con- 
duct has evinced, a very different uſe: 


Wherefore, Your Lp and Colleagues 


"Ty conſidering, that if the Proſe» 


cution 


Views, and 'tiany lucky Incidents: o 


1291 

cution of the E—-1 as a wicked Mr 
was carried to Extremities; it might be 
an Example fatal tb wurfel ves, manag: 
ed ' with Jud Art, thut it dropp dito 
the Ground, while, in »Appearducep 
the Warrmth. of Your Reſentment m 
kept up. Your L. -Diffinmlation 
in this, was a * Maſter-Stedalk in Pelic 
ticks,” as it impoſtd n wh, Tyech-of 
Your own Party as wete wot admitted 
the Knowledse'of- Yeur'Setrots 3-tbeind. 
defign'd bl "bs TSI td Vour Add 
vancernerit,” and to be bntented Wkly 
ſuch Morſels as You ſhould pleaſe ad 
throw Wenn, - 


ms 4 i 21. 
+. i e 9 vw... 1 


son l my Lid, charm- 
ed with Your Modeſty and Perſttes 
rance, when the put you: upon ifines 
Trials, Was at length Propitious to cui 


curred to Youre, yet Pam chordugiu. 
ly ſatisfied it was more owing td I d 
n 2 than to her Favourl. But 

My 


. 


[20] 


My L--d the Pleaſure I find, when 
Your Lp is my Theme, makes me 


forget my preſent unhappy Situation; 
of which, the Chaple-Bell, this Minute, 


reminds me ; or, I might, wrapp'd in 
the Contemplation of Your L----'s Vir- 
tues, have forgot, that without Your 
E-----p's Interpoſition, the fatal Cord, 
will, on Friday, deprive You of an 
Admirer and humble Imitator, who, 


had Fortune favoured inſtead of de- 


preſſing, might have defied the Halter: 


' My L--<d, I am born a Gentleman, 
28 was Your L-----p; my Family made 
a Figure before my Birth, and is ſtill 
conſiderable ; Your L-----p's was alfo 
diſtinguiſhed in the Time of Your An- 


ceſtors, and now ſhines with an amaz- 
ing Luſtre. Great Care was taken of 
my Education; this was the ſame with 
IE | nius 


—— 


[ 21 | 
nius and very flow of Comprehenſion; 
but made amends for this Misfortune | 
by Aſſiduity; this was directly Vour 
L-----p's Caſe, when at Eaton; 1 Was 
always afpiring, and Your 2 am- 
bitious; ;, I had a natural Propenſity to 
what was not my own, and Your fp 
had as great an Inclination to pur. 
I ran out the Fortune I had, Vour 
Lp "mortgaged Yours, and was ſo 
low: as not to have Credit for a Shoul- 
der of Mutton ; Your L----p began” 
with-low Pilfering, even that of a com- 
mon Oſtler, and this was my Cut, 
and when Your L-----p was profechted' 
for a Lock or two of Hay, as You 
wanted Money and was obliged to ſell 
Your Books, Your Bookſeller averred 


that ſixteen Pounds was the full Wottli 


of Your 2 s Library, Severe 
Trial of Fortune, that Vour 1 5 ö 
Credit could not ſtreteh to ſuch a tri- 
fling Sum with Your own Party, and 


that Your Ip ſhould ſet out with 


D robbing 


1 1 


robbing Horſes, who was deſtin d to 
pl.— r Three Kingdoms! Your I— 


had a lucky Turn, here we differ; 1 
was unlucky enough to loſe, at Play, 
the Money I brought with me to this 
Country, However, here we reſemble 
again each other, though from different 


Cauſes; Power gave You an Opportuni- | 


ty, which You did not let flip, to 
pt the Nation, and Neceflity puſh- 
ed me on to the robbing all I met: But 


then here again we differ, in the Con- 


ſequences, Your I—p's P-—n, ſet 
You above the Laws, and was reward- 
ed with a 6G, and my petty Rob- 


berries have ſubjected me to the Seve- 
rity of them, and they are to be reward- 


ed with a Halter ; tho' if Your 
will, from a mature Conſideration of 
the Premiſes, ſtretch forth a helping 


Hand, I hope to ſlip my Ned e 
the Nooſe. 
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- My 4 I hive dkeady i ihetioacd 
the -Doftrine of Intention ; and hope it 
will have its Weight with Your Lp. 
1 afſure Your E----p my Views by far 
exceedet! the narrow Limits of the Sphere 
in which I a&ted; My Deſign, in petty 
Robberies, was to raiſe a Strength, which 
might have enabled me to give a Scope 
to my aſpiring Genius; when 1 had 
attained to the Power, I would have 
fhewn, by my Conduct, that J deſerv- 
ed it, and that my deſcending to Street 
or Highway robbing was rather the Bf. 
fect of Policy, than of Meanneſs of Spi 
rit, No my L--d had not Fortune been 
my Enemy, I would have ſhewn my 
felf ſecond to none but Your L - p or 
Your warlike 8. r, nay, my L--d, the 
unpenetrating Many, might poſſibly have 
deemed me the greateft ***#*. of the 
Tn and thus have given me Prefe- 


D 2 rance 


[36] 

rance in the Rolls of Fame, notwith- 
ſtanding ye have eclipſed 'the Honour 
of the great and memorable: Jonathan 
Wild. I, my Ld, however extenſive 
were my Views, conſcious of, ſhould 
have done juſtice, to Your ſuperior Me- 
rit, and acknowledged myſelf but an 
humble Copyiſt of the bright and lau- 
dabic Examples ſet by Your L---p and 
and Your illuſtrious Pre-------rs in Pow- 
er, which will render Your Names im- 
mortal while there is any Spark of the 
generous Senſe of their priſtin Liberty, 
though but faintly Wins! in the Breaſts 
of Britons, 


Mr Forces puniſhing by Fines and 
Baſtinadoes - ſuch unthrifty Perſons as 


bring Poverty upon themſelves and Fa- 


milies, by keeping late Hours, and then 
throw the Blame upon the M-----rs, is 
no more than an humble Imitation of 

= al 
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wml, 


the famous A<t for preventing T-===tg 


and r Tous Fes. My gathering a 


Body of Men to protect our Rapine, 


and ourſelves from the Purſuit of the 


Plundered, the Civil Officers, and LR, 
is but a Copy of Your L-=--p's = 
Eg Ay by the Awe which that im- | 
preſſed to be able, with Impunity, to 
act as was moſt conducive to your own, 
Intereſt, however detrumental to that of 
the Nation. My levying Contribution 
Money, through all the Streets of this 
Metropolis, was following the Example 
Your Lr----p had ſet me, by the ingu- 
merable Ways and Means invented to 
load and drain the People of the Fruits 
of their Labour and Induſtry. In a 


ä Word, my . Your. I—p 8 Life 


was the noble Pattern 1 propoſed to 
myſelf; which accounts for the near 
Reſemblance of our Actions, and will 


1 flatter myſelf be ane Reaſon for af- 


fording 


26 

fording me Vo Protection; another 
Motive, and T hope a prevailing one is 
my L---d Your having been Yourſelf, 
almoſt, as near the Scaffold, as I now 
am to the Gallows. Reflect my Lord 
on the Pangs You then felt, ke Panic 
You were then in, and think what I ſuf- 
fer for being emulous of Your Charac- 
ter, to which I ſhould have approached 
much nearer, had Fortune allowed me 
to increaſe my Forces to a Strength ſuf- 
ficient to have carried my Views into 
Execution, which would have ſpread far 
and wide the deſigned Deſolation. 


Your Ip efcaped the Juſtice of 
Your Country by the Intervention of 
her EX**ies, and as ſhe has had few 
more eminently ſo, than Your L--—p ; 
that our Lives may bear a thorough Re- 
ſemblance, do you, *by interpoſing, fave 
me, that I may retire from publick Bu- 

ſineſs 


[#7] 


fineſs to enjoy at eaſe the Spoils of the 


Induſtrious. I am, 
1 
= From my Cell in , 
JRK: Tir Lops 
1744 | 
humble Imitator, 
Admirer and 
moſt obedient Servant, 
| | 2 
4 Luke Ryley. 
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